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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Art Unit: 2621 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/19/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

At page 9, Applicant argues that Fu et al. do not disclose or suggest the limitation 
of "picture material switching means having a switcher function of switching and 
outputting multiple picture materials inputted from multiple sources at an arbitrary 
timing." In response, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. In Fig. 2A, Fu et al. clearly 
disclose a picture material switching means (Input Monitoring Mux 104") having a 
switcher function of switching and outputting multiple picture materials inputted from 
multiple sources ("VHS/SVHS", "VCD/DVD", and "8mm/H-8/D8" in "Input Module 102"). 
This is also clearly described in column 5, lines 26-34, as recited, "input module 102 
includes a video cassette player (VHS, SVHS or 8 mm format), a compact disc player 
(video compact disc (VCD) and digital video compact disc (DVD)) and a camcorder for 
reading input. Input can be form of analog or digital tape (VHS, SVHS or 8mm tape), 
VCDs, DVDs or direct input from a video recording device such as a 8 mm Hl~8 
camcorder. Input module 102 provides as an output plural input streams, one from each 
input device ..." In column 5, lines 40-42, Fu et al. further recite, respectively, "input 
monitoring multiplexor 104 receives as inputs a video stream on each of its input ports 
and provides a single selected stream as an output on its output port ". The underlined 
text clearly implies "outputting multiple picture materials inputted from multiple sources". 
Here, the "multiple picture materials inputted from multiple sources" clearly are the 
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inputs from the "VHS/SVHS", "VCD/DVD", and "8mm/H-8/D8" in Input Module 102". At 
a specific time, one of these inputs is selected to be outputted at the "Input Monitoring 
Mux 1 04" so that the video output from each input device can be viewed by a quality 
control monitor for the system as described in column 5, lines 47-50. Further, in column 
2, line 66 - column 3, line 2, Fu et al. make it clear that these multiple inputs are 
manipulated, edited and combined by users ("the system provides fully automated 
digital video editing services to allow users to manipulate each scene, combine scenes 
and integrate other input including audio and digital still pictures ...") Because a user 
can manipulate the scene through selecting one of the inputs, he or she can choose to 
select a specific one among the inputs to be outputted in an arbitrary manner that fits 
his or her intention. For that reason, Fu et al. clearly disclose, "picture material switching 
means having a switcher function of switching and outputting multiple picture materials 
inputted from multiple sources at an arbitrary timing." 

At pages 9-10, Applicant argues that Fu et al. do not disclose "the edit list 
creation means creates the edit list simultaneously with the switching operation for 
switching the multiple picture materials by using the switcher function". 

In response, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. From the paragraphs in 
column 6, line 41 - column 7, line 14, for example, Fu et al. disclose the digitization 
control module, as part of the "Local Video Processing System 60" in Fig. 1, receiving 
selected input from "Digitalization Source Mux 106, which performs the switcher 
function, to process the selected signal. Among many things, the processing comprises 
detecting scene breaks. As described in another embodiment in column 19, lines 10-22, 
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at the output of the process, an edit list is created that defines a series of start and stop 
points in the video content. The video content is the combined signal from multiple video 
content signals as described above. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would recognize that the system described by Fu 
et al. works as follows: from the multiple video contents generated by various sources, a 
multiplexor serving as a switcher to switch between these sources at an arbitrary timing 
depending on a user's intention to output a combined video signal. The combined video 
signal would enter the "Local Video Processing System 60" in Fig. 1, in which, among 
many things, an edit list is created to mark the scene breaks using a series of start and 
stop points. Note that switching to another video signal involves a scene change; thus a 
new pair of start and stop points would be generated in the edit list that marks an end of 
the previous segment and a start of new segment. This is performed while the 
combined video signal, which is generated by the switching function, is inputted. Thus, 
the two actions are simultaneous. Also, the contents of the edit list which comprises a 
series of start and stop points generated depending on the switching operation. It is 
based on the switcher function. 

At page 10, Applicant again argues, regarding claims 5 and 6, Fu et al. do not 
disclose "a picture material switching step of switching multiple picture materials 
inputted from multiple sources via picture material switching means having a switcher 
function, at an arbitrary timing" and "the edit list is created simultaneously with the 
switching operation for switching the multiple picture materials by using the switcher 
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function. The Examiner respectfully disagrees for the same reason as discussed in 
claims 1 and 2 above. 

In conclusion, the rejections stands as previously presented. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fu et 
al. (US Patent 6,882,793). 

Regarding claim 1, Fu et al. disclose a picture material editing apparatus 
comprising: picture material switching means having a switcher function of switching 
and outputting multiple picture materials inputted from multiple sources at an arbitrary 
timing (column 5, lines 18-33, 40-61); and edit list creation means for creating an edit 
list based on a switching operation for switching the multiple picture materials with the 
switcher function (column 7, lines 8-11; column 19, lines 18-21). 

Regarding claim 2, Fu et al. also disclose the edit list creation means creates the 
edit list simultaneously with the switching operation for switching the multiple picture 
materials by using the switcher function (column 7, lines 8-11; column 19, lines 18-21). 
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Regarding claim 3, Fu et al. also disclose the edit list creation means creates the • 
edit list based on the kind of special effect specified when the picture materials are 
switched and various setting information is provided for the kind of special effect 
specified in addition to the switching operation (column 7, lines 8-11; column 19, lines 
18-22). 

Regarding claim 4, Fu et al. also disclose when the picture material switching 
means executes edit processing of connecting highlight scenes of the multiple picture 
materials as the switching operation, the edit list creation means creates a digest- 
version edit list corresponding to the edit processing (column 17, lines 20-33; column 
19, lines 9-22). 

Claim 5 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 1 above. 
Claim 6 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 2 above. 
Claim 7 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 3 above. 
Claim 8 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 4 above. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung Q. Dang whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1116. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th:7:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 OOO^// 7 



Hung Dang 
Patent Examiner 




